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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE         
  
  

NEW MEDICAL SERVICE OFFERED TO FIRE DISTRICT RESIDENTS 
  

Working with Oro Valley Hospital and Northwest Allied Physicians, the Golder Ranch Fire District will 
supplement the transitional care management program currently being used by Northwest Allied Physicians 
to reduce hospital re-admissions for patients with congestive heart failure (CHF), heart attack and 
pneumonia through a new program called the Community Integrated Healthcare Program. Community 
Integrated Paramedics work in concert with hospitals, primary care physicians, and specialists, to improve 
the overall health of the population we serve. By utilizing a combination of home visits and 24-hour 
support that work in tandem with the traditional 9-1-1 system, the Community Integrated Paramedic 
functions as both a patient advocate and the eyes and ears of the physician at the patient’s residence. 
  
The development of this pilot program was done in partnership with the North Tucson Firefighters IAFF 
Local 3832, and the Northwest and Avra Valley Fire Districts.  Data will be collected over a period of 
ninety (90) days in an effort to determine the long term value, sustainability, and possible expansion of the 
program within the community. 
  
Golder Ranch Fire Community Integrated Paramedics have undergone an additional 60 hours of training in 
nutrition, pharmacology, lab value interpretation, smoking cessation, and disease specific processes. In 
addition to CHF, heart attack and pneumonia, the Community Integrated Paramedics will also address 
Diabetes and Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease (COPD). 
  
With each home visit, the patient will receive an environmental evaluation, physical assessment including 
vital signs, lab values, and EKG, as well as medication reconciliation and discharge instruction compliance. 
All of this information is then made available to physicians via secure email. Additionally, anytime a 
program participant accesses 9-1-1 or is transported to the hospital, the patient’s physician will receive a 
copy of the patient care report. 
  
Participation in the Community Integrated Healthcare Program is provided at no additional cost to patients 
or their families. 
  
Patients who are eligible for the program are those discharged from Oro Valley Hospital with one of the 
above admitting diagnoses and are patients of Northwest Allied Physicians. Patients will need opt into the 
program and reside within the Golder Ranch, Northwest, or Avra Valley Fire Districts. 
  
This level of service, also known as Community Paramedicine, is one that is gaining momentum nationwide. 
The Community Integrated Healthcare Program joins 220 similar programs in the United States, two others 
in the State of Arizona, and the first in Pima and Pinal Counties. 
  
“Golder Ranch Fire is proud to bring this level of care to the residents of our Fire District, and those in the 
Northwest and Avra Valley Fire Districts,” stated Fire Chief Randy Karrer. “Working with our partners – 
Oro Valley Hospital, Northwest Allied Physicians, and the Northwest and Avra Valley Fire Districts, the 
residents of this region will benefit from this enhanced level of care.” 
  
For all the details on the Community Integrated Healthcare Program, please visit our website 
at www.grfdaz.gov or www.grmhs.org. 

 

http://www.grfdaz.gov/
http://www.grmhs.org/

